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From the Editor: Education Policy and Critical Educators

Hasan Hiiseyin Aksoy
Dear readers, friends, colleagues, comrades,

I am happy to meet you with a new issue of IJEP. | am indebted to many colleagues
and students who contributed to realization of this issue. Without their contributions
to this issue, like the others, it would not have reached you. First of all, I would like to
thank all the friends who showed solidarity with us and gave us hope to continue 1JEP,
including the authors and anonymous referees of this issue. | would also like to thank
many colleagues in our editorial board and all those who contributed, especially my
doctoral student and colleague Muharrem Demirdis who contributed from editorial
work to correspondence.

As you know, there are many titles compatible with critical pedagogy within the scope
and approach of our journal's publication topics. Critical Pedagogy or the field of
critical education has not been able to lead to a dominant critical perspective in the
establishment of a formal education systems worldwide and in the field of education
policy until recently. On the contrary, it has been considered normal for the discourses
and theories of critical education to be ignored and excluded in formal educational
institutions. However, the encounters and struggles that have continued until today,
the nature of the problems we face and the great efforts of critical educators have left
this invisibility behind. It is possible to see a teacher in any town school in the world
or a professor in the classroom of a university that is at the top of the international
higher education quality rankings trying to continue his lesson with a critical education
perspective. It is also natural for these educators to have the will to be more visible, to
show more solidarity and to work harder. Critical educators are not educators from
different cultures and nations who compete or act hostile towards each other, but on
the contrary, they are symbols of solidarity and goodness, and in addition to continuing
their own efforts for liberation and humanization in the restrictive capitalist neoliberal
era we are in, they are conscious subjects who struggle for equality and justice for the
good of their students and the society they are in. As in many other issues of our
journal, it will be possible to find these efforts that show the efforts of educators in this
issue.
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We include relatively small number of studies in this issue of our journal. The efforts
of our colleagues whose studies we have rejected or asked to resubmit with radical
corrections are also important to us and | hope that some of them will be published in
revised and updated versions in the future issues and will meet with our readers.

Dear colleagues, the first study in this issue is an essay called “Letter to Freire” by Dr.
Yasemin Tezgiden Cakcak, a colleague from the Middle East Technical University.
Dr. Tezgiden Cakcak expresses how Freire's views and writings/books affected her
professional role and attitude and states that this influence is reflected in the education
she continues with her students as a positive process. With her concrete descriptions,
Dr Tezgiden Cakcak affirms the connection between Freire and being a critical
educator, and shares it with our readers. It can also be seen that the connections in
question here are not just ties established in an alienated way to be a model or for
students to learn a program more, but the connections that emerge from a real,
intersubjective relationship and dialogue:

What is more important, 1 want them to experience this teacher-student
relationship based on trust by establishing a real, sincere relationship between
me and them. Because | think this knowledge based on experience will be
much more important for them to build their teacher identities. Although |
know that the relationship we establish with them will be a model for them, |
do not establish this relationship “for show” or so that they can learn “how to
do it”. | establish this relationship with my prospective teacher students
because | cannot imagine any other existence than caring for my students,
valuing their existence in this world, and fighting for a better world in
dialogue with them. Critical Pedagogy has become a part of my body and
soul.

Dr. Tezgiden Cakcak’s sharing of his students’ experiences also constitutes an
important and enjoyable part of the article.

The second study in this issue was conducted by Dilek Akpinar Dogan, a public
education expert from Turkey. The aim of the study titled “The Life of Educator Writer
Nusret Kdymen and His Views on Public Education” is, in the words of the author, “to
understand the educational developments of the period by examining the educational
personality of Nusret Koymen, who has an important place in Turkey’s educational
history with his works, and his contributions to public education.” In the study, Nusret
K&ymen’s works and articles published in Ulkii Magazine, which is the main medium
for his publications, were examined, thus providing the opportunity to see the
developments in the field of public education of the period. Kéymen conducted studies
on public education and village development. Emphasizing the importance of
education to be applied to the adult population, he made suggestions on how public
education should be carried out, and examined the relationship between social
development and public education. Especially in countries that have experienced
revolutionary transformations, efforts focusing on public education/adult education in
relation to social transformation have been one of the main activities of education
policy. This situation is evident in countries such as the Soviet Union and Cuba, which
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had achieved socialist revolutions, as well as in African countries where Freire went
for literacy campaigns. This study presents us with a modest framework of a person
who was involved in the efforts for public education in the early years of the republic
in Turkey, and his views. The latest study in this issue includes a book analysis titled
“A Rereading of Books III and IV in Gulliver’s Travels in the Light of the Conventions
of Menippean Satire” by Nur Ciiriik, a teacher and a doctoral student at Ankara
University. Ciiriik’s study examines the social and political criticism and comedy that
Jonathan Swift’s Gulliver’s Travels is thought to contain from the perspective of
writers such as Frye and Bakhtin. Scholars such as Northrop Frye and Mikhail Bakhtin
have argued that this work is compatible with Menippean criticism/satire, which
criticizes abstract ideas through philosophical questioning and satirical exaggeration.
In the study, the author positions these books within the Menippean tradition by using
Mikhail Bakhtin’s Menippean satire framework.

I wish you a pleasant reading, hoping to meet you in our future issues.
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Editorden: Egitim Politikas1 ve Elestirel Egitimciler
Hasan Hiiseyin Aksoy

Sevgili okuyucular, arkadaslar, meslektaslar, yoldaslar,

IJEP’in yeni bir sayisi ile sizinle bulusmaktan dolayr mutluyum. Bu saymnin
gerceklestirilmesine katki sunan birgok meslektasima ve Ogrencime tesekkiir
bor¢luyum. Onlarin katkilar1 olmasa bu say1 da digerleri gibi sizlere ulasamazdi. Basta
bu sayimizda yer alan yazarlar ve anonim hakemler olmak tizere, bizimle dayanigma
gosteren ve bize IJEP’1 siirdiirme umudu veren tiim dostlara tesekkiir ederim. Yayin
kurulumuzdaki pek ¢ok meslektasima ve editoryal calismadan yazismalara degin katki
sunan basta doktora 6grencim ve meslektasim Muharrem Demirdis olmak {izere tim
emegi gegenlere de ayrica tesekkiir ederim.

Bildiginiz gibi dergimizin yayin konular1 cergevesinde ve yaklasiminda elestirel
pedagoji ile uyumlu ¢ok fazla baslik bulunmaktadir. Elestirel Pedagoji ya da elestirel
egitim alan1 diinya ¢apinda formal egitim sistemlerinin kurulusunda ve yakin zamana
kadar egitim politikas1 alaninda elestirel bir perspektifin baskin bir sekilde
goriinebilmesine yol acamamistir. Aksine formal egitim kurumlarinda elestirel egitim
alaniin sdylem ve kuramlarina yer verilmemesi ve diglanmasi olagan karsilanmistir.
Ancak giiniimiize kadar siiren karsilagsmalar ve miicadeleler, karsilastigimiz sorunlarin
niteligi ve elestirel egitimcilerin biiylik ¢abalar1 bu goriinmezligi geride birakmustir.
Diinyanin herhangi bir kasaba okulundaki bir 6gretmenin ya da uluslararasi
yuksekogretim kalite siralamalarinda tepe noktalarda yer alan bir {iniversitenin
dersligindeki bir profesoriin dersini elestirel egitim perspektifi ile siirdiirmeye
calistigin1 gérmeniz olasidir. Bu egitimcilerin, giderek daha ¢ok goriiniir olma, daha
cok dayanigsma gosterme ve daha ¢cok emek verme iradesine sahip olmalar1 da dogal
bir durumdur. Elestirel egitimciler, birbirleriyle rekabet eden veya diigmanca davranan
farkli kiiltiirlerden milletlerden egitimciler degil aksine birer dayanigsma ve iyilik
semboliidiirler ve icinde bulundugumuz kisitlayici kapitalist neoliberal ¢agda
kendilerinin 6zgiirlesme ve insanlagma ¢abalarini siirdiirmeleri disinda 6grencilerinin
ve i¢inde olduklari toplumun 1yiligi i¢in esitlik ve adalet miicadelesi veren birer bilingli
Oznedirler. Dergimizin diger pek ¢ok sayisinda oldugu gibi bu sayimizdaki yazilarda
da egitimcilerin emeklerini gosteren bu ¢abalari bulmak miimkiin olacaktir.

Dergimizin bu sayisinda da goreli olarak az sayida calismaya yer verebiliyoruz.
Calismalarmi geri cevirdigimiz veya radikal diizeltmelerle yeniden iletmelerini
istedigimiz meslektaslarimizin emekleri de bizim i¢in 6nemli ve bir kisminin gelecek
sayilarimizda revize edilmis ve giincellenmis halleriyle yayinlayabilmesini ve
okuyucularimizla bulusabilmesini umuyorum.
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Degerli meslektaglarimiz, bu saymmizda ilk c¢alisma Ortadogu Teknik
Universitesi'nden bir meslektasimiz Dr. Yasemin Tezgiden Cakcak’in Freire’ye
Mektup adini verdigi bir deneme tiirii diyebilecegimiz bir yazi. Dr. Tezgiden Cakcak
Freire’nin goriisleri ve yazilari/kitaplari ile kendisinin mesleki roliinii ve tutumunu
nasil etkiledigini dile getirmekte ve bu etkilenmenin olumlu bir silire¢ olarak
ogrencileri ile siirdiirdiigii egitime de yansidigini dile getirmektedir. Elestirel Pedagoji
alaniin ¢ergevesinin ¢izilmesi ve diinyada goriiniir hale gelmesinde basat bir figiir
olan Brezilyali egitimci Paulo Freire’nin paylastigi kavramlar ve 6nerileri onemseyen
ve benimseyen Dr. Tezgiden Cakcak somut betimlemeleri ile Freire ile Elestirel bir
egitimci olmasi arasindaki bagi olumlayarak okuyucularimizla paylagmaktadir.
Burada s6z konusu olan baglarin, sadece model olmak ya da dgrencilerin bir programi
daha fazla 6grenebilmeleri i¢in yabancilagmis bir sekilde kurulan baglar degil, gergek,
Ozneleraras1 bir iliskinin ve diyalogun ortaya c¢ikardigi baglar oldugu da
goriilebilmektedir:

Daha da 6nemlisi onlarla aramda ger¢ek, samimi bir iliski kurarak giiven
tizerine kurulu bu Ogretmen-6grenci iligkisini deneyimlerini istiyorum.
Ciinkii bence deneyime dayali bu bilgi, onlarin 6gretmen kimliklerini insa
etmeleri i¢in ¢ok daha 6dnemli olacak. Onlarla kurdugumuz iligkinin onlara
model olacagint bilsem de bu iligskiyi “gdsteris olsun” ya da “nasil
yapilacagin1”  &grensinler diye kuruyor degilim. Ogretmen aday:
ogrencilerimle bu iligkiyi kuruyorum ¢iinkii  dgrencilerime 6zen
gdstermekten, onlarin bu diinyadaki varliklarina deger vermekten ve onlarla
diyalog i¢inde daha iyi bir diinya i¢in miicadele etmekten baska bir varolusu
hayal edemiyorum. Elestirel Pedagoji bedenimin ve ruhumun bir pargasi
haline gelmis durumda.

Dr. Tezgiden Cakcak’in 6grencilerinin deneyimlerine iliskin paylasimlar: da yazinin
onemli ve okumasi keyif veren boliimlerini olusturmaktadir.

Bu sayinin ikinci ¢aligmasi Tiirkiye’den bir halk egitimi uzmani Dilek Akpmar Dogan
tarafindan gergeklestirilmistir. “Egitimci Yazar Nusret Koymen'in Hayat1 ve Halk
Egitimine Iliskin Gériisleri” baslikli calismanin amact; yazarmin deyimi ile “yaptigt
caligmalarla Tiirkiye’nin egitim tarihinde Onemli bir yere sahip olan, Nusret
Koéymen'in egitimci kisiligini ve halk egitimine katkilarini inceleyerek donemin
egitimsel gelismelerini anlamaktir.” Caligmada, Nusret Kdéymen'in eserleri ve
yaynlari i¢in ana mecra olan Ulkii Dergisi’nde yayinlanan yazilar1 incelenmis, bu
suretle donemin halk egitimi alanindaki gelismelerini gérmeye de olanak saglanmistir.

Koymen, halk egitimi ve kdy kalkinmasi konularinda ¢aligmalar yapmustir. Yetiskin
halka yonelik uygulanacak egitimin onemi iizerinde durarak, halk egitiminin nasil
yapilacagi ile ilgili onerilerde bulunmus, toplumsal kalkinma- halk egitimi iligkisini
incelemistir. Ozellikle devrimci doniisiimler yasamus iilkelerde, toplumsal déniisiime
iligskin olarak halk egitimine/yetiskin egitimine odaklanan ¢abalar egitim politikasinin
ana faaliyetlerinden biri olmustur. Bu durum, sosyalist devrim gergeklestiren
Sovyetler Birligi ve Kiiba gibi iilkelerde oldugu gibi, Freire’nin okuma yazma
kampanyalari icin gittigi Afrika lilkelerinde de kendini gostermektedir. Bu inceleme
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Tiirkiye’de cumhuriyetin ilk yillarindaki halk egitimi konusundaki ¢abalarin i¢inde yer
alan bir kisiyi ve goriislerini miitevazi bir ¢er¢evede bize sunmaktadir.

Bu sayida son calisma olarak Ankara Universitesinde doktora ¢alismasi yapan bir
o0gretmen meslektagimiz Nur Ciiriik’iin “A Rereading of Books Il and IV in Gulliver’s
Travels in the Light of the Conventions of Menippean Satire” baglikl bir kitap analizi
yer almaktadir. Ciiriik’iin ¢alismas1 ¢ogumuzun hakkinda bilgisi oldugunu sandigim
Jonathan Swift’in Giiliver’in Seyahatleri adl1 eserin barindirdig: diisiiniilen toplumsal
ve siyasal elestiriyi ve giildiirliyli Frye ve Bakhtin gibi yazarlarin perspektifinden
incelemektedir. Northrop Frye ve Mikhail Bakhtin gibi akademisyenler bu eserin
felsefi sorgulama ve hicivsel abartt yoluyla soyut fikirleri elestiren Menippos
elestirisiyle/hiciviyle uyumlu oldugunu savunmuslardir. Calismada yazar, Mihail
Bakhtin’in Menippos hiciv g¢ercevesini kullanarak Seyahatler’i Menippos gelenegi
icinde konumlandirmaktadir.

Gelecek sayilarimizda da bulusmak umuduyla, keyifli okumalar dilerim.
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