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From the Editor: While Approaching to 20t Years.
Hasan Hiiseyin Aksoy
Editor

Dear readers and friends of IJEP,

It is with great pleasure that [ welcome you to the second issue of the 19th volume of
the International Journal of Educational Policies (IJEP). Each issue is both a
continuation of our collective journey and a new step in the dialogue among
educators, academics and activists on the politics of education, science, democracy,
and society. This issue is also one of them.

I would like to extend my sincere thanks to the editorial team for their dedication and
care in bringing this issue to life. A special thank goes to Muharrem Demirdis for his
invaluable support in ensuring the continuity of the journal. He undertook substantial
work, including the design of the cover and the formatting of the articles, which
significantly enriched the journal’s presentation. I also thank the authors for their
valuable contributions and their cooperation during the revision process, as well as
the anonymous referees for their rigorous and thoughtful evaluations.

As the journal approaches its 20th year, I continue to see IJEP as one of the symbolic
venues of struggle and solidarity in the field of educational research. We face
numerous challenges—economic, technical, aesthetic, linguistic, legal, and those
related to indexing—along with increasing pressures arising from market-driven
policies. All of these difficulties will remain; however, so will struggle and solidarity.

In this issue first paper is by Aristeidis Sgatzos, a colleague from Greece. His paper’s
title is “Cultivating Food, Knowledge, Solidarity — Towards a School Garden in the
Era of the Climate Crisis”. This paper explores the transformative role of school
gardens in education, focusing on a primary school in Mytilene, Greece. Rooted in
permaculture and Critical Education, the study highlights how gardens reshape
students’ perceptions of nature, foster ecological awareness, and promote inclusivity
among diverse groups, including refugee and migrant children. By situating the
school garden within historical and contemporary contexts, the research demonstrates
its potential as a site of solidarity, ecological consciousness, and interdisciplinary
pedagogy in the face of the climate crisis.

Even the discussions regarding environmental issues dating back to early 1980s, after
the 2000s and especially the last decade we see ecological issues being taken more
seriously in politics and literature, along with the critical eco-pedagogy are rising
with many different aspects and ecological experiences are guiding to construct new
educational activities. In this paper we can find the strong clues of these connections
between the ecological activities and pedagogical outcomes.

The second article, titled “Examining the Problems Faced by Doctoral Graduates in
the Context of Academic Freedom” is authored by Pinar Yazgan and Faruk Saylik
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from Tiirkiye. The study investigates the challenges doctoral graduates encounter
with respect to academic freedom during and after their doctoral education. Although
the authors conducted interviews with a limited number of participants, their close
and informed observations render the findings particularly valuable. Drawing on
qualitative interviews with graduates from the field of educational sciences, the
research reveals structural and political constraints that restrict autonomy in selecting
research topics, expressing ideas, and disseminating findings. The findings further
demonstrate how pressures related to publishing requirements and performance
metrics contribute to self-censorship and hinder knowledge production, indicating
that academic freedom is constrained not only by political factors but also by
institutional structures.

The third contribution is a critical and timely study by Guy Senese from Arizona,
United States. In “The Teacher’s Work and a Little Good Trouble in Arizona”,
Senese reflects on teaching as a form of democratic labor, weaving civil disobedience
into the fabric of pedagogy. Drawing on the “good trouble” protests in Arizona, the
author situates the work of teachers within constitutional ideals and illustrates how
education can become a site of resistance and hope.

This autoethnographic narrative reminds us that teaching is not merely a matter of
instruction but an integral part of the struggle for freedom and equality. Combining
his experiences in both the United States and Tiirkiye, Senese emphasizes that public
education is indispensable to democratic life and reflects on the long-term
transformative power of solidarity and resistance.

Taken together, these contributions remind us that education and scholarship are
deeply embedded in social, political, ecological, and institutional contexts. From the
soil of a school garden to the structures of academic life and struggles over
democratic rights, each article illuminates both the challenges and the possibilities of
transformative practice. Across the contributions, we observe collective labor and
solidarity taking shape through lived experiences and critical inquiry, inviting readers
to continue and deepen this dialogue.

With the hope of meeting again in future issues,

Enjoy your reading.
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Editorden: Yirminci Yayin Yilina Yaklasirken
Hasan Hiiseyin Aksoy
Editor

Degerli IJEP okurlar1 ve dostlari,

International Journal of Educational Policies -IJEP’in 19. cildinin ikinci sayisina hos
geldiniz demekten biiyiikk mutluluk duyuyorum. Her say1, hem ortak yolculugumuzun
bir devami hem de egitim, bilim, demokrasi ve toplum politikalar1 iizerine
egitimciler, akademisyenler ve aktivistler arasindaki diyalogda yeni bir adimdir. Bu
say1 da onlardan biri.

Bu saymin hayata gecirilmesindeki katkilar1 ve Ozenleri i¢in yayin kuruluna ve
editorial ekibin tiim iiyelerine en icten tesekkiirlerimi sunmak istiyorum. Derginin
devamliligit konusundaki degerli destegi icin Muharrem Demirdis'e 0zel
tesekkiirlerimi iletiyorum. Derginin sunumunu zenginlestiren kapak ve makalelerin
bicimlendirilmesi de dahil olmak iizere birgok c¢alismayr istlendi. Ayrica,
revizyonlardaki g¢abalar1 ve isbirlikleri i¢in yazarlara; titiz degerlendirmeleri igin
1simsiz hakemlere tesekkiir ediyorum. 20. yayin yilina yaklasirken, IJEP't miicadele
ve dayanismanin sembolik mekanlarindan biri olarak gordiigiimii burada bir kez daha
sizlerle paylasmak istiyorum. Karsimizda ekonomik, teknik, estetik, dilsel, yasal ve
endeksleme sorunlar1 ile piyasa odakli politikalarin baskisi gibi birgok zorluk
bulunmaktadir. Tiim bu zorluklar devam edecektir ancak miicadele ve dayanisma da
stirecektir.

Bu sayida ilk makale, Yunanistan'dan bir meslektasimiz olan Aristeidis Sgatzos'a
aittir ve  “Cultivating Food, Knowledge, Solidarity — Towards a School Garden in
the Era of the Climate Crisis” (Yiyecek Yetistirmek, Bilgi ve Dayanisma - Iklim
Krizi Caginda Bir Okul Bahgesi:) baghikli bir ¢alismasini paylagsmaktadir. Bu
makale, Yunanistan'n Mytilene kentindeki bir ilkokulu O6rnek alarak, okul
bahgelerinin egitimdeki doniistiiriicii roliinii inceliyor. Permakiiltir ve Elestirel
Egitim'e dayanan calisma, bahgelerin 68rencilerin doga algilarini nasil yeniden
sekillendirdigini, ekolojik farkindaligi nasil gelistirdigini ve miilteci ve gdg¢men
cocuklar da dahil olmak iizere cesitli gruplar arasinda kapsayiciligr nasil tesvik
ettigini vurgulamaktadir. Arastirma ayrica okul bahgesini tarihsel ve cagdas
baglamlara yerlestirerek, iklim krizi karsisinda dayanismanin, ekolojik bilincin ve
disiplinleraras1 pedagojinin bir alan1 olarak potansiyelini gosteriyor.

Cevre sorunlarma iliskin tartismalar 1980'lerin baslarina kadar uzanirken,
2000'lerden sonra ve oOzellikle son on yilda, ekolojik sorunlarin siyasette ve
edebiyatta daha fazla ciddiye alindigini, elestirel ekopedagojinin bir¢ok farkl
yoniiyle yiikselise gectigini ve ekolojik deneyimlerin yeni egitim faaliyetleri
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olusturmaya rehberlik ettigini goriiyoruz. Bu makalede, ekolojik faaliyetler ve
pedagojik sonuglar arasindaki bu baglantilarin gii¢lii ipuglarini bulabiliriz.

Ikinci makale, Tiirkiye'den Pinar Yazgan ve Faruk Saylik tarafindan kaleme alinan
“Akademik Ozgiirlik Baglaminda Doktora Mezunlarinin Karsilastig1 Sorunlarimn
Incelenmesi” baslhikli calismadir. Calismalari, doktora mezunlarmin egitimleri
sirasinda  ve sonrasinda akademik Ozgiirlikle 1ilgili yasadiklar1 zorluklari
arastirmaktadir. Yazarlar bu konuda siirli sayida denekle goriisme yapmis olsalar
da, kisisel ve yakin gozlemleri bu bulgular1 énemli kilmaktadir. Egitim bilimleri
mezunlariyla yapilan nitel goriismeler yoluyla veri toplanan arastirma, arastirma
konularimi se¢me, fikirleri ifade etme ve bulgulari yayma konusunda o6zerkligi
sinirlayan yapisal ve politik kisitlamalar1 ortaya koymaktadir. Bulgular, yayimnlama ve
performans olgiitleriyle ilgili baskilarin 6z sansiire nasil katkida bulundugunu ve bilgi
tiretimini nasil engelledigini vurgulayarak, akademik ozgiirliigiin sadece politik
faktorler tarafindan degil, ayn1 zamanda kurumsal yapilar tarafindan da kisitlandigini
gostermektedir.

Kritik ve giincel tiglincii ¢alisma ise ABD'nin Arizona eyaletinden Guy Senese'den
gelmektedir. Guy Senese'nin The Teacher's Work and a Little Good Trouble in
Arizona” (Ogretmenlerin Isi ve Arizona’da Bir Kiiciik Iyi Sorun) baslikli makalesi,
Ogretmenlik emegini demokratik yurttaglikla i¢c ice diislinerek, itaatsizligi hem
pedagojik hem de politik bir arag olarak ele aliyor. Arizona'daki "iyi sorun"
protestolarindan yola ¢ikan yazar, dgretmenlik meslegini anayasal idealler i¢inde
konumlandirarak egitimin nasil bir direnis ve umut alani haline geldigini gdsteriyor.
Bu otoetnografik anlati, 6gretmenligin yalnizca bilgi aktarimi degil, ozgiirlik ve
esitlik miicadelesinin bir parcasi oldugunu da hatirlatmaktadir. Senese, ABD’deki
ve Tirkiye’deki deneyimlerini birlestirerek, kamusal egitimin demokratik yasam i¢in
vazge¢ilmez oldugunu vurgulamakta ve bize dayanisma ve direnisin uzun siireli
doniistiirme giiciinii diisiindiirmektedir.

Bu calismalar, pedagojik ve bilimsel ¢alismalarin ve bir okul bahgesinin sosyal,
politik, ekolojik ve kurumsal baglamlara derinden bagli oldugunu bize hatirlatiyor.
Bir okul bahgesinin topragindan akademik yasamin yapisina ve oy hakkina kadar her
makale, doniistiiriicii pratigin zorluklarin1 ve olanaklarin1 aydinlatiyor. Makalelerin
icinde, Oykiiler olusturulurken ortaya ¢ikan kolektif emegi ve dayanigmay1 goriiyoruz
ve bunlar okuyucular1 diyalogu siirdiirmeye davet etmektedir.

Bir sonraki sayida goriismek dilegiyle, iyi okumalar.
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